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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1,4, 7-12,14, 16, 18, 19, 21, 23 and 44-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Hatfield et al U.S Patent 6,184,285. 

Hatfield discloses hot melt adhesive composition comprising a blend of a styrene- 
butadiene (SB) block copolymer containing greater than 25wt.% styrene, and a styrene- 
isoprene (SI) block copolymer containing greater about 25 wt.% styrene, a tackifying 
resin and plasticizing oil, col. 2, lines 56-66. The SB-block copolymer can be present in 
the amount of about 5 to about 20wt.%. The Sl-block copolymer can be present in the 
amount of about 5 to about 20 wt.%, col. 3, lines 8-15. The tackifying resin can be 
aromatic modified terpene resin having softening point from about 60 C to 130 C, col. 4, 
lines 13-14, 27-28 and 31-58. The tackifying resin can be present in the amount from 
about 40 to about 65 parts by weight of the hot melt adhesive composition. The 
plasticizer includes a paraffinic oil that can be present in the amount of 10 to 30 parts by 
weight of the hot melt adhesive composition, col. 4, lines 42-54. The chemical 
formulation of the hot melt adhesive composition in Hatfield invention is readable in the 
present claims. The content of the ingredients are within the range of the amount 
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specified in the present claims. The hot melt adhesive can be applied to a polyolefin or 
nonwoven substrate, col. 5, lines 32-42. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 2-3, 5-6, 13, 15, 17, 20, 24-43 and 50-55 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hatfield et al U.S. Patent 6,184,285 as 
applied to claims 1,4, 7-12, 14, 16, 18, 19, 21, 23 and 44-49 above, and further in view 
of Sasaki et al U.S. Patent 5,663,228. 

Hatfield does not disclose antioxidant for the present claim 2, high amount of styrene- 
isoprene block copolymer in an adhesive composition for the present claims 5-6, and a 
single glass transition temperature for the present claims 24, 33, 50. 

Sasaki'228 discloses the analogous pressure-sensitive adhesive composition 
comprising SB-block copolymer, SI block copolymer tackifier and plasticizer oil, 
abstract, col. 6, lines 57-58, col. 8, line 14 and 34. The adhesive composition can 
include antioxidant, col. 3, line 62. Also, the elastomeric composition can form a single 
peak (FIG.3), col. 6, lines 35. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the adhesive 
composition in Hatfield by including antioxidant as teaching by Sasaki'228, and to 
consider that the adhesive composition in Hatfield can also have a single peak of Tg in 
light of Sasaki teaching, because both references disclose analogous composition and 
a single Tg can be controlled by the selected tackifier (having desired softening pint) 
and that said tackifier is preferably soluble in the polyisoprene component in the Sl- 
block copolymer, and to control the amount of said SI block copolymer. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The prior art has been considered. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Olga Asinovsky whose telephone number is 571^272- 
1066. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 to 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Seidleck can be reached on 571-272-1078. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
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